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 0.00938 0.0113 0.00876 0.00949 
 (0.00674) (0.00659) (0.00610) (0.00695) 

 4.20e-12 5.27e-12 4.25e-12 5.02e-12 
 (4.99e-12) (4.42e-12) (4.28e-12) (5.27e-12) 

GDP  0.0294* 0.0281* 0.0232 0.0247 
 (0.0119) (0.0116) (0.0121) (0.0136) 

 -6.132*** -6.544*** -5.566*** -5.988*** 
 (0.756) (0.786) (0.981) (1.142) 

 6868 6868 4549 4549 

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001 
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 (12) (13) (14) (15) 

 0.946***   0.815*** 

 (0.192)   (0.244) 

  1.838***  1.827*** 

  (0.252)  (0.294) 

(t-1)   0.320** 0.245* 

   (0.104) (0.121) 

(t-1) -0.411 -0.368 -0.127 -0.158 

 (0.250) (0.227) (0.278) (0.319) 

 -1.895 -1.971* -1.644 -1.448 

 (1.012) (0.995) (1.115) (1.115) 

 -0.0000145 -0.000104 -0.000111 -0.0000936 

 (0.000172) (0.000138) (0.000129) (0.000148) 

 0.00000175 0.00000195 0.00000146 0.00000168 

 (0.00000156) (0.00000147) (0.00000132) (0.00000146) 

 -0.0260 -0.143 -0.111 -0.603 

 (0.300) (0.279) (0.354) (0.410) 

 -0.481* -0.507* -0.541* -0.467 

 (0.236) (0.230) (0.249) (0.249) 

log  -0.0642 -0.0604 -0.132** -0.118 

 (0.0385) (0.0381) (0.0509) (0.0620) 

 0.0152** 0.0138* 0.0127* 0.0154** 

 (0.00588) (0.00596) (0.00531) (0.00589) 

 6.55e-12* 4.68e-12 6.45e-12* 6.61e-12 

 (3.29e-12) (3.63e-12) (2.97e-12) (3.66e-12) 

GDP  0.0175 0.0184* 0.0122 0.0143 

 (0.00921) (0.00933) (0.00997) (0.0110) 

 -2.923*** -2.727*** -2.506*** -3.032*** 

 (0.342) (0.292) (0.442) (0.594) 

 7372 7372 5341 5341 

*p <0.05, **p<0.01, ***p <0.001 
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The Impact of Armed Forces’ Loyalty and 
Cohesion on the Onset of Civil Wars* 

Ping-kuei Chen** 

Abstract 

This paper examines the relationship between a state’s control over its 
security forces and the onset of civil war. A government-controlled force 
represents a state’s capacity to deter and repress armed rebellion. Whether 
armed forces are willing to follow orders and fight for the government or not 
represents its capacity to repress rebellion. This is a main factor that is taken 
into account when rebels plan to initiate an armed conflict. More autonomous 
armed forces, or an internal split within the forces, could weaken a state’s 
capacity for repression. Rebels are more inclined to begin rebellions under 
these conditions. Using the UCDP data between 1946 and 2014, this paper 
analyzes the relations between governments and their armed forces. The 
findings suggest that records of defection in the security sector, experiencing a 
coup d’état, or having divided security institutions increases the probability of 
civil war. The paper concludes that successful deterrence against armed 
rebellion depends on strong cohesion between a government and its armed 
forces. Rebels are more sensitive to the information of their government’s 
capacity to mobilize rather than the size and equipment of the government 
forces. 

Keywords: Armed Forces, Civil War, Civil-Military Relations, Asymmetric 
Information 
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